Lesson i: * j\ i p iJ i j 


Some uses of jlj 

i-i K —a —II jlj. This is the simple “and” we know and love. In technical terms, it joins the subsequent word (the 
to the previous one as a participant in, or recipient of, the same action. Due to this joining, U » n 
words receive the same their predecessor. Phrases and sentences can also be joined via > < U » I I jlj, al¬ 
though they cannot receive the same ^nd are simply considered in spirit while their ac¬ 

tual will follow normal rules of grammar. 

ciKI — I ate the banana and [I ate] the apple, 
jjjj „La. — Muhammad [came] and Zayd came. 

j jilk VI jjn — He's a good guy In morals and [In] upbringing. 

^ -s ^ — He's diligent In his work and [he Is] forthright In his speech. (Implied 

The «_al ‘i ‘i ~i iiiVI jlj or VI jlj plays the role that commas, periods, dashes, and parentheses do in English in 
indicating the end of the old thought and the beginning of a new one (or its interruption and resumption). 
Thus it is usually not rendered as ‘and’ but is instead graphically represented through punctuation. 

^jyiJI jjjl V j <^l — 1 love him, but [new thought] I don't want to marry. 

LajAo ia^l <^1 j ^aJIj — My father, whose name Is Ahmad, works as a teacher. 

Some uses of cli 

o J ~ij-li-ll (il—i. This works basically like > < U » l ljlj except that it designates sequence, order, or arrangement 
(._ ! J ~i jJi) with a short interval between each item. This can work with simple noun phrases or whole sentences. 
Compare the following two examples: 

jjjj „La. — [> 4 U 11 II jlj] — both M. and Z. came together at the same time 
jjjji f ti] — first M. came, and then Z. 

J J I ■» ~i II (sLi. Literally, “the fa’ of interpretation”. Used to link together two phrases or sentences in a causative re¬ 
lationship. It is often translated as “so” or “therefore”. 

Ijli^ ji,Lil kl — I’m tired, so 1 will sleep early. 

J ^LJI — The door rang, so I got up and opened it. 

4_qqi IIIII (sU. This is typically used with verbs that demonstrate the result of a wish or command (jl qjlj^ 
qjil=). The affected verb is rendered 

_^kJ| ^ V — Don't go out in the rain and [thus] catch cold. 

The use of ^ 

^ basically works like i- i j ~i jJLll sLa, except that, while the latter indicates a quick succession between A and B, 
the former indicates a longer interval of time (o-ajll 

jjj, ^ f U. — First came Muhammad, then (some while later) came Zayd. 
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^ f- t- 

The two ways of saying or’: jl and 

jl is used when you are offering suggested alternatives out of basically limitless options: 

Lojj jl jl Jl — Well travel to London, Paris, or Rome. 

jl 6^ — Would you like to drink coffee, or tea? [among other things] 

is used when choosing between only two possible options, usually in an interrogative sense. 
sV ji.! Iajs Jjs — Is this right, or not? 

ji,l tijs dli^ Jjs — Is your house near or far from here? 

Note. There are actually two interrogative particles to know about, Ja and I. 

Ja : Officially, this is used only for Jj-oj, a question that requires a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer, like: 

Sj-o^l '*1 ^■ "I 

li* Jjs 
SS^^^I Jjs 

I: This particle is used both for (yes/no questions) and for_>jj-*-aj (wondering, speculating), which can 

take a range of possible answers. Therefore, it is more appropriate to use I when choosing between various op- 
tions, but in modern standard Arabic I and Ja have become rather conflated and most people don’t think about 
it. 

,_>JI — Is this not so? (jji^) 

cLiff — Are you Ahmad or Muhammad? (jjj^) 
ji.1 iit^l — Is your house near or far? 
ji.16^ jjj:;l — Do you want coffee or tea? 

Lesson 2: JUJI jlj 


The simple Jl> 

is a very simple concept, yet enormously useful. To best understand it, let us quickly review how the 
JLa. in its most basic form works: 

Unitu jfL^Vl JA.J — The professor entered the room, smiling, 
la:^ l«jLib 4^1 Cijl3 — She visited her sister, coming from Canada. 

The Jl—^ describes the state or condition of the subject at the time of the action. The state must be a temporary 
one (we cannot say lit-jj— 1 = jl ~i i n VI J-^a, because presumably he’ll be just as tall the next day). This can range 
from a short-term activity like reading or dancing to a period of one’s life: 

I jju-o Jl cjJLu — I traveled to Bahrain [whiie I was] young. 

The simple JLa. is usually expressed by an j£.Li |»_i^l, J j »< n , or (see Ryding p. 283 for exam¬ 

ples), and it is always 
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The JL>JI jIj 

Instead of a simple JLa., you can also use jlj with a clause to create this same circumstantial description. There 
are many ways to do this: 

4. y «.i III 41 0 + j : This is the easiest and most common way to create a JLa. clause. Start with jlj and follow with 

a nominal sentence (^ a -i. u l You can’t go wrong. Remember that a ^ a -i.'d consists of a andjj^, 

and in certain cases, the_>^ will precede the (see the third example). 

jjsj J.,^1 jLl^VI — The prof entered the classroom, smiling. 

< 1 .,^ ^ 0 j Jl cijiLu — I traveled to Paris when I was 15 years old. 
ioLiiijI t 44 ^j 4 JI cijh: — She looked at him, a smile on her face. 

4 j I ■» fl 4 1 1 ) + j : This is slightly harder. Your rule of thumb is that the j Ij must be followed by one of the follow¬ 

ing verb-specihc particles: 

{ U < } + perfect verbs (^^j-oLall ^ JUil ) 

f laill cJjin aSj <jIUI JI — I went to the library, having eaten lunch. 

LJ cj^I JI — I returned home, having not finished my work. 

{^ < } + imperfect verbs (^jLAall ^ JUil ) 

^lJ J iJlkll Ji.j — The student entered, having not finished his homework. 

^lJ i J iJlkll Ji.j — The student entered, having not finished his homework. 

There is a provision that you can use a simple imperfect verb in the same way as a Jl-^ construction, but you 

cannot intro duce it with j Ij: 

Uu f U.: A man talking loudly [lit., ‘a man he talks loudly'] came. 

This is technically not JUJI jlj , because there is no jlj. The phrase UlU- p l ^~ij is simply linked to the subject as 
an adjectival clause; when you get to relative clauses in Ch. 4 you’ll see the same logic at work in a sentence like 
this: 

Aa^l 4^1 ([4-j f U.: A man whose name is Ahmad [lit., 'a man his name is Ahmad'] came. 

The bottom line: 

Using jlj with a ^ a -i. u l 41 is by far the easiest way to go, and it’s the most common. If you want to use a 41 
4 ;djLS, make sure it is preceded by jlj + {jJ < V < L < }, or that the verb is a regular imperfect with no jlj. 
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Lesson 3: Also, moreover, similarly 


(iUiS' < Liajl 

LijI (also) and ddj^ (also, likewise) can be inserted into your sentences without fear; there are no provisions or 
issues to worry about. 

+ noun 

jflliiAVL (in addition to) should be paired with a noun (or something that works as a noun). 

CiVliJI IjSl — I read books in addition to articles. 

Using cli 

The book gives you three phrases that mean more or less the same thing: I jjt (‘in addition to that’), 

I j* c-wIa (‘to the side of this’ = besides), and I jA jjj (‘on top of this’ = moreover). Joining these with phrases 
requires you to be aware of a few things: 

If your phrase is a 4jl'» a 41 o-^, you can go straight into it: 

, litjj — In addition to that, he travels every month. 

Ijjs j — He was busy, and moreover he was sick. 

If your phrase begins with a pronoun (j j i a . iA ) or the particles jl and Ji , you have to precede it with (sU: 

' tin ‘ litJj J_jll iiLiVL 
'jQ I ‘ * ^1 t^-it^ ( clia dal .^ VI , 

^_^1^ d ‘ ^ < clia a a I. ^ VI, 

Using S 

The S (‘as’) can be paired with nouns, verbs, and phrases in the following ways: 

1 . S + genitive (jj^>a- 8 ) noun: <j>-aUJI (>. aJLL^ — As a student, I live close to the U. 

2. IS + verb: ti* La^ — As you know, I live here. 

3 . 4 j i« 1 1 )1 41 0 -^ + (jl + U£: 

<al La^ jjs — He's as tall as he is wide. 

<LJI 6j1j ^^1 (jl La^ jaalJI Sjlj ^jl — I’m interested in football; my dad is likewise interested in basketball [or: 

I'm interested in football as my dad is interested in basketball]. 
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Lesson 4: Relative elauses 

Relative clauses are doubly marked in a way that is redundant in English but absolutely necessary in Arabic. Ba¬ 
sically, the relative clause must carry some referent to the item it’s attached to. This is called the J-jLc, the ‘rela¬ 
tor’ or ‘resumptive pronoun’. The ajLc- agrees with its partner in number and gender. 

<CLlj ^ jJI — The man who I saw [him] 

<alj3 lajs — This is a book I read [it] 

[yis] ^ jll al^l — The boy who [he] piays soccer 
[^ys] ^16jj^l — The picture [it is] on the waii 

Three Simple Rules: 

1 . Definite nouns are linked by a relative pronoun (f-^0- ‘ ‘ etc. 

<alj3 ^all LbiUI ^ Ijjs — This is the book that I read. 

2 . Indefinite nouns are not linked by a relative pronoun. 

<alj3 Ijti^ lajs — This is a book I read. 

3 . The relative clause will always have an ajLc-, whether linked to a definite or indefinite noun. 

Note. The J—jI— c- can appear in many different forms, some of them explicit (such as a direct or indirect object) 
and some of them implicit (as the subject of a nominal or verbal sentence). The grammar in these cases gets a 
little knotty, so it’s probably better to demonstrate it with a few examples: 

<CLlj ^ jJI jjs lijs — This is the fiim that I saw [it]. 

jJI ^tiJI ^1 — Where are the peopie I spoke with [them]? 
iai=ti ^1 idLkJI ^ 6UJS — This is the student whose [= who her] name is Fatima, 
k-lklI ^ lujs — This is the student who [he] studies Arabic. 

^ ^1jjjl — This is the picture which [it] is on the waii. 

Non-specific relative pronouns, and L> 

While pronouns like (^j—H and indicate a degree of specificity (i_K»Lk.), the pronouns o—« (‘who’) and I—o 

(‘which’) are general and all-encompassing ((‘•Lc-); it’s the difference between saying ‘the one who’ with and 
‘whoever’ with ij-a. Although ij-a usually defaults to a masculine singular referent, you can treat it as feminine or 
plural if you wish to be more specific about the number or gender. 

oLLa — I liked whom I met. 

<aLL5 — I liked the [male?] one whom I met. 

41 LL 5 1 : 4 ^' — I liked the [female] one whom I met. 

[5^] c44-l — I liked [all] [those] whom I met. 

Unlike relative clauses that have specific antecedents, J-® and Lo do not always require an j-jLc., but it’s good to 
use it anyway it to develop the habit. 

<CLlj L Ijjs = culj l-“ IjJi — That's what I saw [it]. 
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Lesson 6: / Juo with nouns and verbs 


Nouns 

and Jjuj can be directly tied to a noun a pronoun a demonstrative noun (SjLiiJ and a 

verbal noun (jj—i-a—o) as an <-al—a=>J construction. The tense in these sentences is determined by context, as the 
nouns themselves carry no imbedded element of time. 

To indicate duration or extent, use -j + the amount of time. 

JI jl < — After class, I go to the library [noun]. 

j — I arrived before you by five minutes [pronoun], 
jjill lidi;, dJj JAJ — After that, we talked about art [demonstrative noun]. 

Sj^LkJI 6j^— I bought the plane ticket two weeks before my flight [verbal noun]. 

(■ 

Verbs: o+ lM / 

In place of you can use ^jl or axj with an imperfect subjunctive verb cUi). 

3^1^ = ^ 13 ^ 1 ^ — He reads before he sleeps. [= before sleeping] 

This ijl is called JaaJU 4juLaljJI jl, which means that it is essentially taking the place of a ver¬ 

bal noun (j Jj-sa. 0 ). Hence, it works interchangeably with verbal nouns in the usage described above: 

S - ' , Of 

» 4V'nll J\ ti^ j , (LuAaj; ajij=) ^jl jjij — After we talked, we went to the museum. 
fjSf 3^T aju — After I eat, I like to read. 

(<j JL^I ajij=) <j ^ — He will come after I call him. 

Notice how the tense of the subordinate clause will change on the basis of the main clause. This is very impor- 
tant; since the verb modified by ijl is essentially a masdar, it does not cary any inherent time value and is 
entirely dependent on the main clause for its tense. Compare the following examples: 

i , , , Of 

» 4V'nll Jl ti^ j , (Luia:; ajij=) djiaJU — Aftor we talked (=after talking), we went to the museum 
» 4V'nll J\ < (Luia:; ajij=) djiaJU ^jl ajij — After we talk (=after talking), we will go to the museum. 

(jl follows the same grammatical logic: 

^hl ^jl — I will eat before I sleep. [Before sleeping, eating will happen] 

^hl ^jl — I eat before I sleep. [Before sleeping, eating happens] 

^hl ^jl oKI — I ate before I slept. [Before sleeping, eating happened] 

In all three cases, the clause introduced by J—j—s has not yet happened relative to the main sentenee. Consider 
the third example: at the time I ate, I had not yet slept—the sleeping had not yet taken place—hence the 
^jl—ua— 0 . However, since the main clause is in the perfect tense, we can interpret the whole sentence as having 
happened. Your main rule of thumb is to always use ^1 lA o after jl J \ 5, even in sentences that take place in 
the past. 
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Verbs: JaHI + 51 + -^ 

0 « 0 

(jl J ! ■» I _i may also be paired with a perfect verb. This is technically a different kind of than the one used above, 
but for all intents and purposes it works the same way. Simply use this construction to describe events that have 
been completed (perfect). Your main verb should also be in the perfect tense. 

cL ^jl aju — After I finished my work, I called you. 

^jl jjij I AM.,ill culj — I saw my friend in the cinema after he [had] sat down. 

REMEMBER: You cannot use ^ with a verb in the Lo. 

(■ 

Different tenses with Jmj 

Compare the following two sentences, and notice how the in the first sentence, we use the —i-ol—o because he 
did indeed eat dinner; in the second example, we use the ^jl lA n to show that the eating has not yet happened. 
When deciding on what tense to use, just ask yourself whether the event has taken place or not. 

f LijJI 3 jLj ^jl jjij yUliil SajsLio jljl — He wanted to watch TV after he ate dinner 
f LijJI JjLjj ol JAJ yUliil SajsLio jljl — He wanted to watch TV after eating [lit., ‘he eats'] dinner 


Verbs: JaHI + U + JJ / jluj 

You may also use Lo uaj and Lo with verbs in the perfect tense, although this is a more colloquial usage. Keep 
in mind that Lo only works with perfect verbs, while only works with imperfect verbs. 


A < U A11 i ,_■ 11 ’‘"A II ,^1 ajLj — A < U aII i ,_■ 11 ■■ II Lo ajLi 

(jj|j ^jl ij-“ ^ i- ij(i~'~' l 


Verbs: ^Ua.JI + L> ju«j 

It is possible, but rare, to see Lo uaj used with imperfect {muddri^ verbs. When this happens, the Lo has no effect 
on the verb, and it remains In fushd, Lo J-j-s is not used in this way, although it is common in colloquial 

Arabic. 

^ K"‘t . La£. Lo JJU 

Lo JJt-l (j Q * 
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Lessons 7 & 8: Adversatives 


i ^ — but 

is one of the sisters of ol ul)- Refer to this category in any grammar book for a more thorough pre¬ 

sentation of this kind of particle. Its usage can be summarized in two basic rules: 

1. Use when introducing a nominal clause (^ a -i. u l It is often preceded by jlj, as it introduces a new 

thought (see Lesson i). Pronouns like j -4 and will be attached to the particle as <11^ and I ^ i's 1 ; the sub¬ 
ject of the clause will be rendered 

j ^ — He's diligent in his studies, but his friend is lazy. 

2. 0^ is a variant of that can be immediately followed by a verb or a noun. It has no grammatical effect. 

JLiijdl 6j^l — I hate bananas, but I love oranges. 

Jj — rather, but actually 

The easiest way to think about J ) is with the English word ‘rather’. Thus, it is used to emend a previous state¬ 
ment or add something that contrasts with the main clause. This works best when preceded by a negative state¬ 
ment (‘It’s not like this, but rather like that’). 

Jj j_>ll <iiJI i — I don't study Russian, but rather [I study] Arabic. 

LJI — only, but moreover; however, but rather 

As the book says, the core meaning behind Ujl is that of restriction or limitation (j i>-i->l l), which can be used to 
either affirm and specify (‘moreover’, ‘but only’) or correct and contrast (‘however’, ‘but rather’, cf Ryding, 412). 
It should be used with complete sentences, either nominal or verbal. 

jiUlo LI Loil — I’m only human, like you. 

jjtii ^ Lai j Jali Ikj'b jjn — He's not just a great chef; he's moreover/rather an artist. 

<JLuj <J ciUujI Lalj <LL5l jJ — I didn't meet him; however, I sent him a letter. 

Not... only, but rather ... as well 

Your basic structure is as follows: 

Not {< if < ^ }... only {< lajai }, but rather {} - as well {dJj^ < L^i}. 

When setting up your negatives, use the appropriate particle: p " j 1 with nominative sentences, jsJ with the jus¬ 
sive for a negative perfect, if and with imperfect verbs. Note that { h < < and '- 1 1 ^l < } are interchangeable, as 
are { }. 
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Lesson 9: Although 


There are two basic ways to say ‘although’ or ‘despite’: (and its variations) and 


You can use in three virtually identical ways: , and ^jJL. All three are followed by nouns or 

nominal sentences introduced by 


ijJsjj-a <jl (jj. (ii-jllj = 





You can introduce the subsequent clause with the following kinds of words: nouns and pronouns, prepositions, 
negative particles, or ulLli with a nominal sentence, and and ui with a verbal sentence. 

If this clause begins with a-S or jl, you must precede it with » I - a (see p. 5 of this handout); otherwise, it is 

optional. 

4 JL {di / <1} — Despite his big inheritance, he has money probiems. 

4dL <1 <aU j^l — Despite his big inheritance, he has money probiems. 

jii Sj^l <ajjj — Despite his big inheritance, he went bankrupt. 


^ sets up a nominal phrase, following the rules of dl^lj ^jl. 

You can begin your next clause either with the same words described above (nouns and pronouns, prepositions, 
negative particles, ulLli, jl, and ui), or with VJ + a nominal sentence. 

<aU (jl j-o — Aithough the boy is smaii, he is brave. 

<al VI aJ^I j-o — Aithough the boy is smaii, he is brave. 


f- 

A quick note about I4JI j>\j 

f if 

l4jl^lj jl are subordinating conjunctions that connect two phrases together. They include jj (indeed, that, re¬ 
ported speech), jl (that), o-^ (but), j V (because), and J-*-l (perhaps). They make the subject noun of the fol- 
lowing phrase accusative i « ). If there is no explicit subject noun, you must attach a suffix pronoun (‘>-jl). 

See Ryding p. 422 for more details. 

LiLkll 0 ! — He said that the students speak weii. 

Ij^ JL5 — He said that they speak weii. 


Lessons ii & 12: Causation 


You can use the phrases o } at \ ‘because of and J lA 1 ‘thanks to’ to indicate causation. These can only be 

"if*" • • I 

paired with nouns. You can never say 1 or <-^1 — nouns only. 
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1 Jsj ( J 1 Jaj 

J(>kj ‘in view of, ‘due to’ works similarly to j j in that you should follow it with a noun. If you want use a 
full sentence, say jV + < j n i n l In both cases, the following clause can be introduced by -a (the -a is 

mandatory if the sentence begins with aa or J J, just like in Lesson g). 

jLlJI U~' . Mj V(J) — Due to his sickness, he cannot travei. 

jLlJI U~' . ,ij V <aU — Since he is sick, he cannot travei. 

jli “tiV — Since he is sick, he canceied his trip. 

i| ( 

These are all—you guessed it—^versions of ijl- They all basically carry the same meaning of ‘because’ or 

‘since’, and jV is by far the most common. Whichever you use, you have to follow it with a <ia^. 

< K . t i n diiaJiLu — I wiii speak with him because 1 have a probiem. 

<^l jii hMi <l^Lu — I wiii give him a gift because I iike him. 

^ f- 

-3 ... Lw 

This also carries the meaning of “since”, but it can only be used at the beginning of a sentence and must be 
connected to the next clause with -a. 

Uses of (see Hans Wehr for more) 

(ill j + nominal or verbal sentence = where, wherever, in which. There are many other uses of j , but this is 
the most common. 

Jot I — I love where I work. 

i».iL=.Vl — fm going to where dreams come true. 

(jl dix-t + nominal sentence = because, since. Works like J 2. 

L^l L^l — I love her because she’s so sweet. 

+ verb = so as to, so that, so much that, to the point that, in such a manner that. 

d>^ J.atl — I work so that I can live (to the point that I can live). 
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Lesson 13: So that, in order to 


With verbs 

There are a number of particles and phrases that precede a verb with the meaning of ‘so that’ or ‘in order to’. 
They include < < -1 and (ji J-^i (j-«. Note that these are all that is, they make the verb ac¬ 
cusative and that they are all interchangeable. 

^ / k\'~'. ,iV 6,^1 — I drink coffee to wake up. 

There is also I o_i^ , which does the same thing but does not make the verb accusative (remember Lo and uaj 
L o? Same idea.). 

To say ‘in order not to’, i.e., ‘lest’, combine and with V I ; or -1 with =iLjJ. These are also 

and render the verb 

^ ^Lil :^ / 6,^1 — I drink coffee so as not to faii asieep in ciass. 

With nouns 

J or JaI can be paired with nouns in an phrase to mean ‘for’ or ‘for the sake of. 

^^Ijj J^l — I drink coffee for the sake of my studies. 

Lesson 14: As a result... 

This chapter basically gives you a number of phrases that all express the same basic idea: ‘as a result’, ‘therefore’, 
‘hence’, ‘thus’, and so on. 

• dJ j /1 jA ; ‘therefore’ 

• 4 'njTi + noun; ‘as a result of’ 

• J 4 -njTi + noun; ‘as a result of 

• dJjJ / ;‘as aresult of this/thaf 

; ‘so, thus’ 

• dJjj /1 ; ‘so, thus’ 

• iSjjJaJI 6 ; ‘in this way’ 

• Ha ijaj ; ‘hence’ 

35 . 

• ^ ; ‘hence’ 

There’s really nothing to it. You can use -a to connect this phrase with your next; however, this is optional. 
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Lessons i6 & 17: L^l j >\j 5 | 


Introduction 

I 0 ~ilj—^Ij jl is a term that describes a group of particles that act as subordinating conjunctions. As you’ve al¬ 
ready seen, they are an essential tool for gluing sentences together. These chapters review their basic usage and 
describe a few phrases in which they are a necessary component. 

Grammatically, the entire concept revolves around the distinction between nominal and verbal sentences. In a 
nutshell, goes with verbs, and go with nouns. 

(■ yMf- 

51 and + verbs 

1. (jl is normally paired with an imperfect subjunctive verb I .A n Jjci), which is equivalent to the 

the verb’s masdar (cf Lesson 6). When used in this way, the tense of the verb agrees with the tense of the 
main clause. As we saw in the previous chapter, you can also attach V to to indicate that something 
should not happen , tjl ^ VI). Finally, verbs that require a preposition for their meaning ((_s-Lc. jji 

j jjil <) retain those prepositions. 

IjSj ^jl — He can read Arabic. 

IjSj ^jl — He could read Arabic. (Note the tense) 

<uJI — He ordered that you go to him (;.e., he ordered you to go to him) 

VI i-sLLl — I’m scared (that) he won't come. 

2. You can also pair JI with a perfect verb L* )—technically, this is a different kind of JI and has noth¬ 

ing to do with masdars, but malesh. This usually appears after J—»—j or some idiomatic structures the book 
introduces on p. 115: dj-J La, ‘it was not long before...’ ; ‘no sooner had he...’, and it must be used when 
the event has actually taken place (cf Lesson 6 for more examples). 

jaL ^jl did L — It did not take long before he slept. 

j_jiiAl ^jl i_aj>^l lijs did L — It did not take long for this weakness to disappear. 
jLkJI Jl j ol jjq 41 LLS — I met him after he arrived to the airport. 

and 5| + nominal sentences 

The book sums up jl very well: “it may be followed by any word except a verb’’. If the subject of the clause is a 
declinable noun, such as i_)Li-^ or , it will be accusative (ajj-i-a-i-a); indeclinable words, such as pronouns, 

prepositions, dlLla, and others, will be ‘considered’ accusative but there is no visible change. 

< K . fin jti* jf jhf — I think that there is a problem. 
jLiUI jl jAud — We believe that the book was lost. 
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(jl functions identically to its sister JI in terms of grammar, with a slight variation: 

1. It is paired with the verb JLS to indicate reported speech. 

f LijJI jjjj <al JL5 — He said that he wants dinner. 

2. It appears at the beginning of a sentence as an opener, or to emphasize the subject a little; hence we some¬ 
times see it translated as ‘indeed’, although this is often unnecessary. 

(■ (■ 

Using and 51 

The book gives a very good description of the many verbs that are often paired with JI and and what kinds of 
sentiments they convey (pp. 117-120). Dehnitely take the time to read it and consider the examples it provides. 

0 ^ 0 ^ 0 

An important element not to be overlooked is the use of the ‘dummy pronoun’ ji y «. iA ) with ^ <Gl. This 

f 0 

will happen for a few reasons, such as if the verb is passive (id_I n —0—uj_j <1—jl — ‘it’s permitted for you’), or the 
phrase is impersonal (ijl o-® <jl — ‘it’s important that’). 

Some common phrases with (lesson 17) 

1. One of the most well-known constructs in Arabic is the phrase jl ^^ . (j -aJI qa (it’s important that...). By now, it 
should be clear that you can follow up this phrase with either a verbal sentence or a nominal sentence, de- 

0 

pending on which kind of jl you use: 

i^jjJI IAjs jl js^JI j^ — It’s important that you study this iesson. (<^ <1^) 

IAjs dll j» 4 ^l j-o — It’s important that you study this iesson. (i^^l <i^) 

2. There are, of course, many many other adjectives that can be used in this same way (theoretically any ad¬ 
jective or participle could work) and the book lists some prominent ones on p. 126, among them: 1- ^* '. ^1 1 jj> 

00 0 0 

jl, jl jJUaJI j-a , jl j^l^l j^ , jl , and others. Learn these, they are very useful. 

3. To play with these phrases, treat the entire clause as though it were a noun, and then you can use whatever 
tools you normally use with nouns to move the phrase around in time or negate it: 

jl Jn'i^nll jj jld — It was probable that... 
jl j^l j.a jjdj — It will be useful that... 
jl ^jjkdl j .0 ,_>xid — It is not necessary to... 
jl jijidi j.a jld L — It was not expected that... 
jl v_u>^l j^ jdj — It was not hard to... 
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Lesson i8: As soon as... 


There are two basic structures you can use to indicate as soon as, in both the perfect and imperfect tenses: < jL^ 

and U / jl U. 


‘On the point of — 

jl—^ literally means ‘to be on the point of, and you’ll hnd it paired with an imperfect indicative verb (^jl——o 
) to say something almost happened. The tense of will determine the tense of the sentence, while the 
auxiliary verb remains imperfect. 

k\'~', ,ij jl^ — He almost woke up. 

Ijsjl — I almost went. 

V jtl: — We can almost not (=barely) agree with him. 

As a negative, al—^ functions like the English ‘hardly’, ‘scarcely’, ‘no sooner’, ‘as soon as’, in the following way: “No 
sooner { jiLj ^ J. jl^U}... than { ijXa }’’. As before, the auxiliary verb of aL$ is imperfect indicative (^jl lA n 
while the verb that follows will be either perfect or imperfect subjunctive, depending on whether 
it has taken place or not. 

liit^l "ijj — He had hardly woken up when the telephone rang, 

culj l^al L — As soon as I went, I saw my friend. 

jtl: V — As soon as we agree with him, he changes his position. 



The next easiest tool to use is jl U, which works in a pleasingly consistent way: 

0 (S 

Past: ijl + perfect verb + perfect verb: 

jLoi f LaUl Cifjj ijiLkll L — As soon as the students went out. It began to rain. 

0 (S 

Present/Future: ijI + imperfect subjunctive ^^1=^ + imperfect subjunctive: 

p^l ^jl L — As soon as I speak, he Interrupts me. 



The least common, and probably the one to avoid, is I— «. It only works in the present tense, and it makes the 

auxiliary verb jussive 

p^l ^jl L — As soon as I speak, he Interrupts me. 
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Lesson 19: It was not long before... 

This chapter basically gets you acquainted with the idiomatic use of two verbs, \ I and ^ lA o, which, when 
used in the negative and paired with or —j—a., can be used to express the idea “it was not long before...” or 
“[he/she/it/they] lost no time in...”. These verbs have slightly different meanings which will affect how they’re 
used. The only major difference in how you use these two verbs lies in their respective meanings: 

duL < diJ means ‘to hesitate, tarry, linger’, or ‘abide, stay, remain’; 

1 means (among other things) ‘to pass, elapse, or go by’. 


Thus, can take any subject, whereas the subject of lA n must be a period of time. Think of the former as “ 1 / 
You/He/She/We/Etc. did not tarry long before...” and the latter as “[A certain period of time] had not passed 
when...”. The sentence setup is outlined below. 





/ L® 

perfect 


c} 



imperfect 


Here are some examples: 

diJ L — ‘He did not tarry before he moved' = It wasn't long before he moved. 

331:1 ^L — ‘A long time didn't pass before he moved' = It wasn't long before he moved. 

I h' ^1 ,l‘, ^ — ‘We did not tarry before we arrived' = It wasn't long before we arrived. 

tiL^j ^jl ~ moment hadn't passed before we arrived' = It wasn't long before we arrived. 

liL 3^1 o' 6^ — ‘I will not tarry in calling you' = It won't be long before I call you. 

4; 3^1 jjfSu 0 il>J — ‘Five minutes won't pass before I call you' = It won't be long before I call you. 

If you want to describe an activity that was taking place prior to the main event: 

1. Follow duJ with an indicative imperfect verb (like you do with see Ch. 18) 

"oj ^ — She wasn't long in reading the paper when the phone rang. 

^jl ^ — I won't talk with him long before going home. 

2. Followwith } 

L — I hadn't been traveling a month when I lost my wallet. 

431 <La.jjA ^ — Scarcely an hour had passed since he had left the apartment when 

he returned to it. 
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Lesson 2i: Conditionals 


The condition clause (‘if’) in Arabic is called the laj-i ,while the consequence clause (‘then’) is called the cjIja. 
In setting up your conditional phrase (‘L-^j-tii < I n ■^ ), you first have to distinguish between two kinds of state¬ 
ments, realis and irrealis: 

1. Realis statements are possible, that is, you believe that they could happen: If you wait, I’ll come. If my mother 
calls, tell her I’m sick. If I win the lo ttery. I’ll buy a house. 

2. Irrealis statements, on the other hand, are contrary to fact: If I were you, I wouldn’t do that. If I had won the 
Lottery, I’d have bought a house. 

Irrealis — J 

is used for irrealis conditions, and it is followed by either a perfect verb (this includes ^ for nominal sen¬ 
tences) or with an imperfect jussive verb lU-s). 

The is simple: J (this is the -1 of emphasis, + a perfect verb (u^L-® lU-s)- If the verb is negative, at¬ 

tach the J to the negative particle U. 







would have — Jj«-al 

Jii 



would not have — Jj«i LJ 




Examples: 


V , ^ — If 1 were rich, I would buy a house. 

LJ , ^ — If I were rich, I wouldn't go to school 

f La. ^ — If my friend had come to the party, I would have seen him. 

<CLlj LJ , iiLaJI ^ — If my friend hadn't come to the party, I wouldn't have seen him. 

Some complications. The process outlined above is the ideal method to follow; in practice, however, you’re 
bound to see other usages, which include: 

1. Following^ with y I 

2. Using -a + an imperfect verb as your 

3. Deleting the -1 before your I^ 

In most cases, this is sloppy writing or it’s serving some artistic purpose. Recognize it, but don’t imitate it. 

Realis — lil 

«■ 

•j! is used to express the realis condition and indicates the sense of likelihood and probability; thus, it carries 
the second valence of ‘when’, especially in older texts: n -> n » I could potentially be translated either as 'if 
Muhammad comes’ or ‘when Muhammad comes’. Like j— 1 , it is only paired with perfect verbs and negated with 
The qjlj^ can be anything: a perfect verb, an imperfect verb, or a nominal sentence; however, -i is necessary 
in introducing anything other than a perfect verb. 
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Jii 

Jii 


JjlLi (jJi / JjlLi jjjii / JjlLi jli / JjlLi jAi / (JjiiU 


ljl 

cljUa / jllfs / jU 



A note on tense. Although I is followed by a perfect verb, it should usually be translated with the present tense 
in English. 


f ljl — If it rains, we'ii stay inside, 

f ljl — If it rains, we'ii stay inside, 

jdj , eLL.LJI I jl — If it rains, we won't go out. 

tii.jA , ^Lu^l jJ I jl — If it doesn't rain, we'll go out. 

f LajJI jkaj jJ ljl — If it doesn't rain, we'ii go out. 
jli , f Ll.lJI jJ ljl — If it doesn't rain, we might go out. 

^ j^Li , ijLiUI ijjl ljl — If you want the book, give me a caii. 

^ ili , ijLiUI jjj jJ ljl — If you don't want the book, don't call me. 

Absolute conditionals — iLojU 

(jl belongs to a class of particles called (jj I ■» fl Sljl, meaning that they render the imperfect verb of both the 

condition (JajjiJI) and the result (JajjiJI i.jI^) jussive, i.e., These words include jl (if ever), j« (whoev¬ 

er), La and (whatever), and I o K (whenever), I o i j and I a i jl (wherever). There are a few important 
rules about these particles. 

1 . Straight jussive for absolute conditionals. When both the Joj-Ui and the ^^Ij^ are used in the jussive, condi¬ 

tionality expressed with these particles is absolute and outside time; thus they are used to make categorical 
statements like the following: “If you strive [ever], you’ll succeed”; “Whoever travels, learns”; “Whatever 
happens will be for the best”; “Whenever you come, you’ll be welcome”. 

pjijj j^ljj jl — If you study, you will learn. 

^ jj lLi — Wherever he goes, we accompany him. 


2. In the manner of 'jj- Otherwise, you can use these particles with the same rules that govern I jj, which 

0 

brings it back to a regular ‘if’ clause. In this case, you can use either ,J*i or i_>AL (J^i after jl, 

and your ijl^ can either be (_>AL (Jjii or -a with any other kind of sentence. 




(absolute) 


0 

^ 11 Cy^ 1 ul 

1 / LoIjI / /1 

Jii 

Jiij jJ / Jiij / Jii 

etc / JLlfj / jU / (J^ij (jli / ria / J^ij jAi / (J^iU 
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If not for... 


5 /^ 

can be used in conjunction with a noun (that is, j ' to say ‘were it not for’. Like regular jJ, 

it must take -1 with a perfect verb. 

oV'->"'l — If not for the dictionary, I wouid have gone crazy. 

JjUjLoVI cil.fi^l — If not for you, I would have failed in the test. 

Even if, even though, although... 

You are more likely to see these phrases occur in the second half of the sentence, and their usage is pretty 
straightforward. 

(jl j can be paired with a perfect verb to mean ‘although, even though’ 

^1 ^jl j <La.jlL — I enjoyed the trip, even though the weather was bad. 

jij can be paired with nominal or verbal phrases to mean ‘even if. 

jJjJI — Seek knowledge, even unto China [lit. 'even if it is in China'] 
cjjLL — It’s a goat, even if it flies 

jl j ‘even though’, ^ JiA ‘even if’ and I jl JkA will be paired with a perfect verb. 

V J I jl jLa. L ill Jl jLu — I’m going to go to the movies, even if you tell me no. 

<djLij Ji.d, tjjii jlj JL=. — We stayed up late, even though we had a lot of work to do. 
jj, r-i'iAf. J jia. jsKij jl — We should talk, even if you’re angry with me. 

If not, otherwise... 

^Ij is a contraction of ^ jj to mean ‘if not’ and it can be followed by a perfect verb or -a plus anything else. 
cL jjj ( ^ . fin li .ii v’l j jjLaj J Ljji; jl — You better be ready in five minutes, otherwise, I’m leaving 
without you. 

VIj CiLLu jLu j».Lil — I sleep eight hours every day, and if not, I get tired. 

Provided that... 

is a simple phrase meaning ‘provided that’ or ‘on the condition that’. It is followed by a subjunctive verb. 
jl^iiJI 3^L; jl Ji: CiLJ^I jl cli'snj — You may eat dessert provided that you eat your vegetables. 


Unless... 

Ijl ill ‘unless’ uses the same basic rules as Iuj. 

Ijl VI 0^1 LI — I’m traveling on Saturday unless I get sick. 


i8. Last updated5/21/12. Please send all corrections & comments to ksalib@uehicago.edu. 



Lesson 22: As for... 


This is the easiest lesson in the book. To open up a new topic of conversation and give a comment about it, you 
can start with the word Ul, which is followed by a noun of some kind etc.]; you then begin 

your comment with the particle -i. 

^ ^ Lai — As for my friend, he lives in Chicago. 

Lisaiiii LI, — \ have a book, [but] as for my sister, she has two books. 

Lesson 23: Whether... or 

This is the second easiest lesson in the book. To say ‘whether (x) or (y)’, use the construction ... (slj-ui with a 

perfect verb. Like any other declinable word, ®lj-au is contingent on its function in the sentence and can be 

I fi'i n , or however, in the majority of cases with this construction (and nearly all the examples 

in the book), it will be JLadl Here are some further examples: 

i — I loved her, whether she loved me or not. 

ji,l ^jH^I 4^1 — I love her, whether she loves me or not. 

ji,l 0^1^ — Wo havo a problem, whether it was intentional or not. 

0^1 ji,l LI — I’m happy whether you visit me or stay at home. 

If you’re using 4 , sometimes you can drop »Ij-i-u from your sentence and flip the word order so the a j j A 

comes first. This is a nice rhetorical device; I like to think of it as ‘be it (x) or (y)’. 

1ji.! ^jl^ Ll ia.1 — Everyone must come, be they rich or poor. 

I . . i n , f i n j»,l 4kn.n Jj£. — Wo’ro heading out tomorrow, rain or shine. 

There are some cases in which el>oj is occurs in the nominal position; when this happens, it’s important to keep 
the I particle that precedes I (cf Lesson i), as demonstrated by the book’s example below: 

jn jJ — They have to do it regardless, whether you notified them or not. 

— Whether Muhammad or ‘Amr goes, there will be someone with you. 

And here’s an example in which we use as the_>^ in a nominal sentence: 

fl — Whether ‘Amr or Muhammad comes, it’s all the same. 
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Lesson 24: Either... or 

This is also a straightforward lesson. The basic idea is that you pair two negative particles against each other, 
such as if... if or or (jJ ... (jJ. In affirmative ‘either/or’ constructions, you use the phrase Ul ... Ul. In some 

cases, you might negate the verb in the first instance, then its object in the second. Compare the following 
examples: 

lijnKu Vj IjSj V — He neither reads Arabic nor does he speak it (the verb ‘speak’ is negated) 

ij 4 ^jjll V — He speaks neither Russian nor Chinese (the direct object ‘Chinese' is negated) 


The book lays this out in a handy chart, which I will replicate in a slightly modified way. 


Either ... or 

present / future 

indicative + jI / fajj 

indicative + Lll 

past 

perfect + / fajj 

((_>AL J^i) perfect + fal 

nouns / nominal sentences 

^ f 0 f f ^ 

1 0^ 1 

1 

-F 

Neither ... nor 

present 

noun + / indicative + 

indicative + V 

future 

noun + Vj / accusative + ijfj 

(i.jjj^ala) accusative + ijf 

past 

noun + Vj / jussive + jdj 

jussive + jd 

past (rare) 

perfect + 

(^^xAL) perfect + V 

nouns / nominal sentences 

prep, phrase / noun + Vj 

prep, phrase / noun + V 


As you might guess, all the regular rules apply; thus, for example, the is y j) the J-»-a of jid is 

and so on. Of special note is the I I <^LlII V, which is w <-> L, hence: LlJs J j-^ 1 fi~i Vj V ‘No photogra¬ 

phy nor recording here’. 


20. Last updated5/21/12. Please send all corrections & comments to ksaUb@uchicago.edu. 



Lesson 26: Lest... for fear that 


This chapter introduces three words that can be used in a kdL clause to express ‘lest’ or ‘for fear that’ in Arabic: 
4 j ifi ^ (the masdar of( ^ ‘to fear, dread’), and and (both masdars of ‘to fear’). In this pre¬ 

sentation, we’ll look at separately from the other two. 

[sj> 

The meaning of will vary depending on the preposition used after it; o-o Laj^ means ‘fearing [of] some¬ 

thing’, while Lij.A. means ‘fearing for something’. It is therefore necessary to follow with either or 

Of vtf 

to clarify the meaning. If you want to use a verb, add or VI after your preposition. 

Li^ L'Jii — He fled, fearing the criminal. 

<al^ ^ — He fled, fearing for his life. 

^jl — He fled, fearing that he would die. 

VI — He fled, fearing that he would not live. 

Conventionally, < j i tik and are immediately followed with either a noun or VI / ^jl and a subjunctive verb; 
hence, there is no need for a preposition, and the tanwin will drop to a single fatha. 

dlio ijl ij-diA <ju> — I spoke with him, lest he get angry with you. 
jSiJI ilL — He saved his money for fear of poverty. 

Lesson 27: Must 

The hnal lesson of this book is a quick overview of the use of the phrase (o—«) V, which literally means ‘there 
is no way out’, i.e., ‘certainly inevitably’. By now, you should be familiar with your range of options and the tools 
you’ll use for each one: 

1. With a verbal noun: Jj V 

2. With a verbal sentence: ojirs'io Jjti + jl (^j^) Jj V 

3. With a nominal sentence: ^-luI jI j J i« i A + jl ((j^) Jj V 

If you want to indicate the person affected by this inevitability, use the preposition ^—1 (‘it is inevitable for him/ 
her/us/etc. that...’). Thus, (i) i^LiUI jj-a <1] j-j V (2) ^ (s) ‘Lil j-j V are all essentially equivalent 

statements. 

There is actually another phrase of identical meaning that you can use the same way: ((j^) V. 

Finally, the book mentions the use of the prepositional phrase j j 0 lA + / to indicate necessity. As usual, you 
have the choice between a verbal noun or jl plus a subjunctive verb to express the same idea, as follows: (1) 

f. , 0 f 

jljlc-VI <Ll 1 c. (2) jjisj Jjl ‘LlLc.. 

Congratulations! You have finished the book! 
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